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sank below and that it there acquired 
the chlorophyll by which it could 
make its own food out of the air and 
water. This is far from knowing 
what did happen in those early days, 
but irt is a great advance to be able 
even to speculate as to how it might 
have happened since not many years 
ago it seemed that it could not 
happen at all. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death of 
Robert Wheeler Willson, emeritus 
professor of astronomy at Harvard 
University; of Guy Henry Cox, for- 
merly professor of geology at the 
Missouri School of Mines; of Dr. 
Chauncey William Waggoner, head of 
the department of physics in West 
Virginia University; of F. T. Trou- 
ton, emeritus professor of physics in 
the University of London, and of E. 
Bergmann, director of the Chemisch- 
Technische Reichsanstalt, Berlin. 

The Henry Jacob Bigelow medal 
of the Boston Surgical Society was 
presented to Dr. William W. Keen, 
of Philadelphia "for conspicuous 
contributions to the advancement of 
surgery," on the evening of October 
25, when Dr. Keen addressed the so- 
ciety on "Sixty years of surgery, 
1862-1922." 

On the occasion of the celebration 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Dutch Zoological Society there were 
admitted as honorary members: Pro- 
fessor 0. Abel, Vienna; Professor 
M. Caullery, Paris ; Professor L. Dol- 
lo, Brussels; Professor B. Grassi, 
Rome; Professor V. Hacker, Halle; 
Professor S. J. Hickson, Manchester; 
Professor N. Holmgren, Stockholm; 
Professor T. H. Morgan, New York; 
Dr. F. Sarasin, Basle, and Dr. J. 
Schmidt, Copenhagen. 

Foster Hall, the chemical labora- 
tory of the University of Buffalo, 



designed especially to meet the needs 
of the electro-chemical, hydro-elec- 
tric, dye and steel industries on the 
Niagara frontier, was dedicated on 
October 27 in connection with the in- 
stallation of Dr. Samuel P. Capen, 
of Washington, as chancellor of the 
university. Dr. Edgar F. Smith, 
president of the American Chemical 
Society, and Dr. Edwin E. Slosson, 
of Science Service, were speakers at 
the ceremony. The laboratory, 
erected at a cost of a million dollars, 
is the gift of 0. E. Foster, of Buf- 
falo. 

In the will of Prince Albert of 
Monaco, who died on June 26 last, 
there are several gifts for scientific 
purposes. His farm at Sainte Su- 
zanne is left to the French Academy 
of Agriculture, and the wish is ex- 
pressed that the estate should re- 
main a place for agricultural experi- 
ments, to demonstrate what science 
can obtain from sterile lands. Dr. 
Jules Richard will receive 600,000 
francs to enable him to complete 
literary and scientific works in prog- 
ress, including the results of the 
oceanographic cruises and the prepa- 
ration of the Bathymetric Chart of 
the Oceans. The proceeds of the sale 
of the yacht Hirondelle, all books and 
publications of a scientific nature, as 
well as certain personal effects, will 
go to the Oceanographic Institutes at 
Paris and Monaco, while the In- 
stitute of Human Paleontology in 
Paris is to receive any personal ef- 
fects relating to the work carried on 
there. The Paris Academy of 
Sciences will receive a million francs, 
the income of which is to provide a 
prize to be awarded every two years, 
the mature of the prize to be indicated 
by the academy, according to the 
needs of the moment; a like sum is 
bequeathed to the Academy of Medi- 
cine for a similar prize. 



